THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

punishments and two atonements in connection with one
deed.   So he said: " He simply forbade adultery and drink-
ing and blasphemy.   But as for the avoiding of these deeds,
it is not compulsory for man."   Furthermore, they said that
he must conclude that there are three punishments and more
ad infinitmn, because he asserted that there are two punish-
ments for that which is committed by man, one because he
did not commit the act, and one because he did not commit
its cause.   According to him, we may find causes produced
by many preceding causes.    For example, take the hitting
of the target with an arrow, this is produced by many
motions   accomplished   by   the   throwing   of   the   arrow.
Everyone of these motions is a cause for that which follows
until the actual hitting of the target takes place.    If there
were a hundred motions, the hundredth of them would be
the cause of the hitting.    One should therefore conclude
that if Allah commanded a man to hit, and he does not do
so, he deserves a hundred punishments and one more, the
latter because he did not make the hit, and the hundred be-
cause he did not make the necessary motions.    One must
also conclude that if a man was commanded to speak, and
did not clo so, he deserves two- punishments, one because he
did not say the word, and one because he did not produce its
cause; but if he performed something opposite to the cause
of the word, he does not deserve both punishments, for this
would take the place of the cause which he did not produce.
We said to him: " Would one deserve three punishments,
one because he does not say the word, another because he
does not produce its cause, and a third because of the per-
formance of the opposite of the cause of the word ?"   Some
of our companions report of him that he did not assert that
there were two punishments except in the case oi his not
having produced the cause of speaking a word.   But he had
pointed out the opposite view in his book Istihk&k al-Dhim-
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